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The Generation of Communist Thought in Economic and Philosophic
Manuscripts of 1844

Xie Zhihong
(Beijing Union University, Beijing Chaoyang District, 100101)

Abstract: The communist thought in Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 is a product of
the era marked by intensified capitalist contradictions and proletarian awakening after the Industrial
Revolution. lts generation relies on three historical conditions: capitalist economic crises exposing
institutional defects, early workers' movements demonstrating the revolutionary force of the proletariat,
and the dilemmas of utopian socialism prompting the need for scientific theory. In terms of theoretical
origins, Marx critically absorbed the humanism and dialectics of German classical philosophy, the critical
spirit of utopian socialism, Hess's socialist ideas, and the labor theory of value from classical political
economy in England and France, thereby establishing a communist thought centered on alienated labor.
This thought takes "human emancipation" as its value orientation, demonstrates the historical necessity
of communism through historical dialectics, lays the theoretical foundation for scientific socialism, and
remains significantly enlightening for contemporary examinations of capitalism and explorations of ideal
social forms.
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