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The Application of Component Teaching Method in International Chinese
Education from the Perspective of the Three-Planar Theory of Chinese
Characters

ZhaoLIN
(Zhengzhou University, School of Literature, Henan, Zhengzhou 450001)

Abstract: The component-based teaching method is one of the most widely used approaches in
international Chinese language education for teaching Chinese characters and holds significant value.
This paper re-examines this method from three perspectives— "form," "meaning," and "function" —by
integrating the three-plane theory of Chinese characters. The research findings indicate that by breaking
down characters into basic components, the component-based teaching method helps learners better
understand and memorize character structures, thereby enhancing learning efficiency. However, the
method also has limitations, such as potential neglect of pronunciation and meaning, difficulty in
distinguishing similar-looking characters, and possible issues with the teaching sequence. Therefore, it
should be combined with other teaching methods to complement each other's strengths and weaknesses,
thereby more effectively achieving Chinese character teaching objectives and improving learners'
proficiency.

Keywords: component-based teaching; Chinese character structure; three-plane theory of Chinese

characters
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