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A Study on the Phenomenon of Collaborative Co-construction in Natural
Spoken Mandarin—A Case Study of Round Table

He Jiarui
(Zhengzhou university, Zhengzhou / Henan, 450000)

Abstract: This study adopts conversation analysis and interactional linguistics as its theoretical
framework, drawing on natural spoken language data from the Chinese talk show Round Table. It
examines the forms of co-construction from two perspectives—discourse structure and modal
resources—analyzes the functions of co-construction from two angles—initiator-led and responder-led
types—and explores the correspondence between form and function. The findings reveal that
single-sentence co-construction occurs most frequently among discourse structures, and multimodal
co-construction predominates overall. Verbal response emerges as the most prominent function,
reflecting the essential nature of co-construction in enhancing interactional engagement in conversation.
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