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Two Springs, Divergent Paths:

An Appreciation of the Poetic Evolution in Valery Bryusov's Two
“Spring” Poems

Huang Ruoxuan

(School of Foreign Languages, Beihang University, Beijing, 100191)

Abstract: Bryusov, as a leader of the Russian Symbolist movement, underwent a poetic evolution from
Symbolism to Realism. This paper takes his two poems of the same title, “Spring,” as its objects of
analysis and compares them with spring-themed poems by Tyutchev, Blok, Akhmatova, and others,
exploring the trajectory of this evolution through three aspects: core imagery, poetic structure, and
creative principles. The 1896 “Spring,” written during his early Symbolist phase, employs hazy images
such as the white rose and doves to construct a lyrical closure, adhering to “pure art” and egocentrism
while focusing on private, concealed anguish and idealistic disillusionment—essentially an escape from
reality. The 1920 “Spring,” by contrast, turns toward Realism after the October Revolution. It uses native
images—the black earth, birch trees, and cornflowers—to bind the vitality of nature to revolutionary
renewal, embracing reality, celebrating the sanctity of labor and national revival, and practicing the
creed “first with the people, then a poet.” The contrast between these two poems—one withdrawing from
the world and the other engaging with it, one focusing on the individual and the other on the nation—is
both a reflection of the poet’'s creative transformation and an important text for understanding the
evolution from Symbolism to revolutionary literature during Russia’s Silver Age.

Keywords: Bryusov; “Spring”; Silver Age; Symbolism; Realism
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