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A Study on the Role of "Returning to Hometown" Social Practice in
Shaping Grassroots Identity of College Students in the New Era

Xu Qian
School of Marxism, Bejing Union University, Bejing 100101, China

Abstract: Against the backdrop of comprehensively advancing rural revitalization and strengthening the
ideological and political education of young people in the new era, the social practice campaign of
"Returning to My Hometown" has emerged as a crucial vehicle for guiding university students to delve
into grassroots levels, gain a profound understanding of the nation's conditions, and enhance their
capabilities. Grounded in the Marxist perspective of practice, the fundamental principle that social
existence determines social consciousness, as well as the logical framework of psychological
construction encompassing cognition, emotion, volition, and behavior, this paper conducts an in-depth
analysis of the intrinsic mechanism through which the "Returning to My Hometown" social practice
shapes the grassroots identity of university students in the new era. The study contends that this practice
effectively facilitates students' cognitive deepening, emotional sublimation, volition tempering, and
behavioral guidance regarding grassroots society by providing opportunities for hands-on field
participation. Simultaneously, the paper objectively analyzes the existing challenges in current practices,
such as insufficient depth of participation, superficial emotional experiences, and an inadequate
mechanism for translating achievements into practical outcomes. Based on this analysis, it proposes
optimization paths from the perspectives of refining practical content design, strengthening
process-oriented guidance, and establishing long-term mechanisms. The aim is to provide theoretical
references for enhancing the educational effectiveness of the "Returning to My Hometown" social
practice and solidifying university students' ideological foundation for rooting in and contributing to
grassroots communities and dedicating themselves to the people.

Keywords: Social Practice of "Returning to Hometown";College Students in the New Era;Grassroots
Identity;Shaping Role



