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Marx's Theory of Alienated Labor and the Path to Human Emancipation
——A Study of the Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844
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Abstract: Based on the Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844, this paper systematically
explores Marx's theory of alienated labor and the path to human emancipation it points to. By sorting out
the ideological and theoretical origins of this theory, it reveals the human survival dilemma under the
capitalist private - ownership system. Furthermore, it demonstrates that the essence of human
emancipation lies in the positive sublation of alienated labor and the return to the species - essence. It
also proposes the path to emancipation towards the "association of free individuals" through the
proletarian revolution and the development of productive forces.
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