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Core of Intangible Cultural Heritage Studies: Reflections on the Inheritance and
Safeguarding

Feng Jicai
( Feng Jicai Institute of Literature and Art, Tianjin University, Tianjin 300072, China )

Abstract: Safeguarding and inheritance are the core academic proposition that distinguishes Intangible Cultural Heritage
(ICH ) Studies from other disciplines. As a living historical and cultural heritage, ICH is inherited in three forms: individ-
ual, group, and nationwide inheritance. Its core inheritance elements include handicraft skills and the connotations carry-
ing a nation’s spiritual emotions. ICH Studies holds that ICH protection should adhere to four principles: holistic safe-
guarding covers all elements of ICH, such as cultural venues, inheritors, and craftsmanship; inheritor safeguarding
focuses on inheritance pedigrees, complete craftsmanship, and authentic inheritance; material protection emphasizes the
preservation of historical evidence, traditional tools, artifacts, and material achievements; systematic safeguarding inte-
grates multiple measures including policies, scientific research, and education to maintain the regional and cultural char-
acteristics of ICH.

Keywords: intangible cultural heritage studies; inheritance; systematic safeguarding; holistic safeguarding; material

protection
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