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Nation-Building and Identity Formation in Early Reform-Era Cantonese
Popular Discourse

Yang Zihan
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province, 450000))

Abstract: In the early period of China’'s Reform and Opening-up, Cantonese popular expressions, as
products of economic transformation and cultural reconstruction, became a unique lens for examining the
construction of national identity. This study adopts a linguistic and cultural semiotic framework and
analyzes representative cases, including the dissemination of the theme song of the TV series Tidiao
Yinyuan , Guangzhou’s music teahouse culture, and the evolution of expressions such as “téu dan tang”
and “gaau dim” , to reveal how Cantonese popular expressions participate in the construction of national
identity through three intertwined mechanisms.

Keywords: Cantonese popular expressions; economic transformation; lexical evolution; construction of
national identity



