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A Study on Acquisition Errors and Teaching Strategies of Approximate
Numerals "Lai" and "Duo" for International Students in China at the
Elementary Stage

Qin Jinfeng
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract: Approximate numbers are an important means of expressing indefinite quantities in modern
Chinese. As the most frequently used and representative approximate numerals, lai (%k) and duo (%)
serve as key and difficult points for international students in China at the elementary level to acquire
Chinese numerical expressions. Due to the similarities and differences between lai and duo in syntactic
distribution, semantic scope and pragmatic functions, combined with factors such as first language
transfer, insufficient mastery of Chinese theoretical knowledge and inadequate teaching guidance,
elementary-level international students frequently make various errors in using these two approximate
numerals, which seriously affects the accuracy and fluency of their Chinese communication. Taking
international students in China at the elementary level as the research subject, this paper combines TCFL
(Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language) practice and relevant literature. It first sorts out the usages
and core differences of lai and duo in modern Chinese, then systematically analyzes the types,
characteristics and causes of acquisition errors based on corpus collected from students’ oral expressions
and written assignments. Finally, targeted teaching strategies are proposed according to the error analysis
results, aiming to provide theoretical references and practical guidance for the teaching of approximate
numerals to elementary-level international students, and help them better master the usage of lai and duo

and improve their ability to express quantities in Chinese.

Keywords: Elementary level; International students in China; Approximate numerals; Acquisition errors;

Teaching strategies
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