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A Study of Marx’s Critique of Political Economy in the Economic and
Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844

Cai Zhiyun
(School of Marxism, Beijing Union University, Beijing 100101)

Abstract: The “Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844” (hereinafter referred to as the
“Manuscripts”) is Marx’s inaugural work in establishing his own ideas on political economy through his
critique of national economics. It is also crucial for gaining a comprehensive understanding of his
ideological historical context and core tenets. National economists such as Adam Smith and David
Ricardo, who discovered and developed the labor theory of value, failed to recognize the underlying
essence that lies behind labor’s creation of value. Marx, through his in-depth analysis of national
economics and examination of the objective realities of the national economy, revealed the
phenomenon of alienated labor, which is a central feature of the capitalist production process. He used
this as a theoretical foundation and analytical tool to carry out a comprehensive and systematic critique
of the theoretical frameworks of national economics.
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