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Abstract: More than three decades have passed since the end of the Cold War. During this period, the
international situation has undergone profound changes. The comprehensive strength of the United States has
relatively declined. Although Europe and Japan hold significant economic weight, they have not developed a
corresponding degree of political autonomy. Russia still seeks to maintain its status as a major power and its
influence but is constrained by its economic strength and geographic position, relegating it to a secondary tier.
Rapidly developing economies, represented by Brazil and India, aspire to regional influence but, in reality,
maneuver for survival amidst the competition of various established powers. In light of this situation, academic
circles both domestically and internationally generally hold four main perspectives regarding the analysis of the
contemporary international configuration: the "Unipolarity with Multiple Great Powers" theory, which views the
US as the sole superpower with China, Russia, Europe, Japan, etc., as regional powers; the "Bipolar Structure"
theory, which argues that China already possesses influence comparable to the US and advocates for a "New Cold
War"; the "Multipolarity" theory, which posits that the US, China, Russia, Europe, Japan, etc., will all become
"poles" in the future, with no single entity possessing absolute power to lead others; and the "Non-Polarity" theory,
which suggests that the future will see non-state actors such as international organizations and multinational
corporations playing major roles, thereby weakening nation-states and sovereign state functions. Among these
perspectives, the "Multipolarity" theory is more accurate. However, at least from the current international situation,
this "multipolarity" is not a balanced one. Japan's current strength is entirely insufficient to rival China's, while
Europe continues to seek maximum cooperation with traditional Western allies like the US. Among the potential
future "poles," China is currently the most mature and capable. Furthermore, in international affairs, an increasing
number of events, conflicts, and wars can be traced back to the strategic competition between China and the United
States, which is essentially an intertwining contest for spheres of influence. Therefore, the principal contradiction
in the current international configuration (since the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020) is the contradiction between
China and the United States, rooted in the uneven development of political and economic power. To explain why
the Sino-US contradiction is the principal contradiction, it is necessary to elucidate its relationship with other
secondary contradictions. This paper attempts, based on the theories of "Unipolarity with Multiple Great Powers,"
"Bipolar Structure," "Multipolarity," and "Non-Polarity," to analyze why the Sino-US contradiction constitutes the
principal contradiction in the current international configuration and its connections to other secondary
contradictions. It also points out the role of the new round of technological revolution in shaping the international

configuration and the potential impacts of the current situation, particularly on China.

Keywords: International Politics; International Relations; International Configuration



