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A Study on the Impact of ESG Information Disclosure on Audit Fees

Zhou Xin
(Hunan Normal University, Changsha, Hunan Province, 410081)

Abstract: Against the backdrop of green finance development and the advancement of the “dual carbon”
goals, ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance) information disclosure has become increasingly
important. However, it faces issues such as a lack of standardization and "greenwashing." This paper
reviews relevant research and finds that the impact of ESG information disclosure on audit fees exhibits
multidimensional characteristics: high-quality disclosure can reduce corporate information and
operational risks, thereby decreasing audit fees; conversely, insufficient disclosure, ESG rating
disagreements, and "greenwashing" behaviors increase audit risk and effort, driving up audit fees.
Factors like media attention and environmental regulations play a moderating role in this relationship.
Future research could focus on the impact of individual ESG dimensions, the dynamic relationship
between ESG disclosure and audit fees, and the moderating effects of multiple factors, providing
theoretical support for audit practice and policy formulation.

Keywords:ESG information disclosure; audit fees; audit risk; rating disagreement; moderating effects



