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Guide, Symbol and Cultivator: The Roles of Pleasure in Kant’s

Moral Education
HUI Yongzhao

(Chllege of Political Science and Public Administration, Henan Normal University, Henan
Xinxiang 453007, Chian)

Abstract: Kantian ethics has always been regarded as a system of pure reason, which
makes the roles of pleasure in Kantian moral education obscure.However, the internal tension of
Kant’s moral education, thatis, the contradiction between heteronomy and autonomy, provides
the possibility for pleasure to play a certain role in moral education, Kant’s moral education is
roughly divided into three steps: guiding people to morality, honing people’s moral judgment
and establishing pure moral intention.Accordingly, Kant also divided pleasure into three types:
satisfaction in the agreeable, satisfaction in the beauty and satisfaction in the good.Each type of
pleasure plays a role in one step of moral education: the agreeable as the guide of moral
introduction, beauty as the symbol of moral goodness, and moral pleasure as the cultivator of
moral intention.The three kinds of pleasure are gradually transiting form the sensible field to the
super-sensible field, breaking the opposition between heteronomy and autonomy, and working
together for moral education.
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