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The Construction of Moral Education Theory Based on Affection:

Expression, Logic, and Methodological Enlightenment

WANG Ping

Abstract: The study of moral education should be grounded in the reality and the needs of
individuals’ moral growth and focus on culturally responsive theoretical construction within social
practice. Among these, “affection”, as a unique factor connecting Chinese cultural traditions and
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the psychological structure of the Chinese people, holds significant value in rebuilding ethical
morality and addressing practical challenges in moral education. The construction of a moral
education theory based on affection is characterized by taking “moral affection” as the life
foundation for the holistic cultivation of individuals and developing a systematic vision of moral
education centered on “affection”. This construction is not merely an emotional perspective but
involves questioning the moral significance of affection in answering the existential question of
“what it means to be human”. It also explores how to highlight the integrative nature of life in
moral cultivation and emphasizes the affective value direction in moral education across multiple
dimensions and logical levels. Through the processes of exploring meaning, tracing origins, and
establishing positions, the theory of “Affectional Moral Education” builds a bridge for spiritual
development among “affection”, “morality”, and “life”. From the standpoint of Marxist practical
materialism, it examines “affection” within the context of specific historical cultures and social
life practices. This approach leads to methodological features such as respecting social traditions,
addressing practical concerns, embracing inclusivity and eclecticism, and fostering civilized
dialogue. In the new historical period of building a strong education system and advancing
high-quality educational development, these theoretical efforts demonstrate profound ideological
insight and cultural awareness, providing valuable enlightenment for the establishment of a moral
education theoretical system with Chinese characteristics.

Keywords: affection; affectional moral education; affective education; moral education
theory construction
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