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Disability and Care: A Moral Education Approach Based on the
Capabilities Approach
YANG Yin
(Institute of Moral Education, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract: As an objective manifestation of vulnerability and dependence in the
development of human society, disability is one of the basic forms of life. The “good life” of
human beings constructed in the perspective of traditional moral philosophy is a kind of
perfect life advocating virtue. Because of following the spirit paradigm of rationalism,
disability is regarded as an obstacle to the “good life” of human beings, and disability is
placed on the opposite side of rationality, thus ignoring the inherent moral development
needs of disabled individuals and the possibility of pursuing a “good life”. Based on this,
Nussbaum put forward the capabilities approach based on strong empathy and dignity on the
basis of reflecting on the contracttype disability construction, emphasizing that public
education, as a basic means to ensure that disabled students actively realize their capabilities
in the process of pursuing a “good life”, should cultivate their moral quality on the basis of
respecting the return of the subjectivity of disabled students. The capabilities approach
provides a positive enlightenment on how the school moral education under the current
integrated education ecology can meet the moral growth needs of disabled students,
highlight the goodness of children, and cultivate a sound personality to integrate into
society.

Keyword: vulnerability; good life; children with disabilities; the capabilities approach;

; moral education; kindness of children
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