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A Brief Analysis of the Application Fields and Achievements of
"Markedness Theory"

Zhao Xiaoyu
(Zhengzhou University,Zhengzhou City,Henan Province,450000)

Abstract: This paper takes "Markedness Theory" as the theme of the research review. The theory has
a wide range of application fields, especially in linguistics. Firstly, it provides a comprehensive review of
the development of Markedness Theory in the domestic Chinese academic circle and foreign language
academic circle. It also focuses on summarizing the research achievements of Markedness Theory from
four aspects: the definition of Markedness Theory, the connotation of the marked concept, the criteria for
distinguishing marked and unmarked items, and the explanation of the causes of marked phenomena.
Furthermore, it elaborates on the application of Markedness Theory with emphasis on the markedness
of antonyms, the markedness of adjectives, foreign language teaching, and second language acquisition
research.

Keywords: Markedness Theory; markedness; application



