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Philosophical Transgression and Poetic Correction: A Dramatic Critique
in Aristophanes' The Clouds

Guo Xinyue

(School of Literature, Zhengzhou University, Henan Province, Zhengzhou City, 450001)

Abstract: Aristophanes’ comedy The Clouds dramatizes an intellectual conflict in which the Socratic
"Thinkery" enables Pheidippides to provide a logical justification for beating his father. This ethical
subversion vividly reveals the threat posed by logos to the traditional order of the Athenian mythos. The
play's critique is directed not at philosophy itself, but at a specific, instrumentalized rationality that is
divorced from the ethical foundations of the polis. The conclusion, in which the Thinkery is burned down,
constitutes an act of poetic rectification for philosophy's transgression, aimed at re-establishing
boundaries for the application of reason.First, the character of Socrates embodies an imprudent
character indifferent to moral consequences; meanwhile, the Clouds, as new gods, symbolize the dual
nature of this logos: its rhetorical allure and its intrinsic emptiness. Second, the practical consequences
of this logos are epitomized by Pheidippides, whose logic—vindicating father-beating and claiming to
justify mother-beating—exposes how this new rationality is sufficient to dissolve the most fundamental
ethical bonds of the household (oikos) and the city-state (polis). Ultimately, the violent conclusion of The
Clouds is not a manifesto of anti-intellectualism, but a correction of rootless logos, revealing that logos
must be firmly rooted in the ethical soil of mythos.

Keywords: Aristophanes; The Clouds; Mythos; Logos; The Quarrel between Poetry and Philosophy



