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A Survey on the Acceptance of "Bude + V"
Structure in Modern Chinese

Li Lei
(Zhengzhou University,Zhengzhou City, Henan Province,450000)

Abstract: Based on the divergent understandings of "bude yaoqing" ,literally "cannot invite/get invited/will
not invite" in daily life, this study extends to investigate the acceptance of the "bude + V" structure in
Modern Chinese. By summarizing previous research on "bude" and related structures, the study
analyzes three key aspects: the three core meanings of "bude", "prohibition", "failure to obtain", and "will
not"), the monosyllabic vs. disyllabic structure of "V" (verb), and the influence of dialects. Questionnaire
results show that: 1) The "prohibition" meaning of "bude" has the highest acceptance; 2) The acceptance

-13-



FAFT AL &P FZA™ http://www.sinoss.net

of disyl-labic "V" in "bude + V" is higher than that of monosyllabic "V"; 3) The acceptance in Southwest
China is significantly higher than in non-Southwest regions. The reasons for these findings include:
psychological negative bias and widespread official use for the first result; the dominance of disyllabic
words, prosodic syntax theory, and chunking psychological processes for the second; and the historical
cohesion and diffusion of dialects in Southwest China for the third.

Keywords: "Bude + V"; acceptance; core meaning; monosyllabic and disyllabic;dialect
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