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The Exploration of Cyclical Change and the Construction of Zhouyi Cycle
Theory
Luo Junjie
(Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387)

Abstract: Yi studies have become increasingly diverse, yet original explorations from the perspective of
social and historical philosophy remain insufficient. Based on a reinterpretation of the original meaning of
Zhouyi, absorbing the achievements of pre-Yi scholars, and engaging in comparative dialogue with
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Western historical philosophy, this study aims to refine and construct the foundational framework of
historical dynamics for the China paradigm, striving to achieve multidimensional breakthroughs in
traditional cyclical theories and a return to the core ideas of the Zhouyi text. Based on the principles of the
six lines and symbolic-numerical relationships, the system of the sixty-four hexagrams constructs its own
periodic law model, which inherently corresponds to the six stages of historical cycles and the principles
of symbolic-numerical nesting cycles. These inherent principles overlap and intertwine. From the
perspective of cycle theory, it is possible to gain insight into the developmental trajectory of Chinese
civilization, understand its deep-seated logic and directional characteristics, clarify and grasp the periodic
intervals and nodal features of contemporary China, recognize the essence and logical connotations of
social and historical transformations, thereby pinpointing the historical coordinates and discerning future
directions.

Keywords: Zhouyi Benyi, periodic theory, philosophy of history, nested periodicity, periodic law
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