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The Rhetorical Artistry of Vincent Fang’s “Chinese-Style” Lyrics: A
Study of Songs Performed by Jay Chou

Cao MengYuan
(Fu Jen Catholic University, TaiWan / XinBei, 220008862)

Abstract: Focusing on the Chinese-style lyrics that Fang Wenshan composed for songs performed by
Jay Chou, this article, working within a classical-rhetorical framework, examines the diverse deployment
of rhetorical figures—including metaphor, metonymy, synesthesia, personification, parallelism,
antithetical parallelism, rhetorical question, and classical allusion—so as to analyze how these devices
construct a classical poetic ambience, articulate character emotions, and carry cultural memory. The
article argues that the poeticization of formal language in Fang’s lyrics not only enhances their artistic
expressivity but also advances the cultural circulation and aesthetic innovation of Chinese-style popular
music. The study aims to elucidate the linguistic-aesthetic features of these rhetorical strategies and
their cultural significance in contemporary contexts, thereby offering a systematic paradigm for research
on rhetoric in Chinese-language lyrics.
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