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A Cognitive Semantic Analysis of the Modern Chinese Directional Terms
“shang” and “xia”

Wang Hui
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract: This paper employs a cognitive linguistics perspective to conduct a systematic analysis of

“

the semantics of the Chinese directional terms “shang” and “xia” . Through the examination of

“yim?

extensive corpora, it explores the extension mechanisms of “shang” and “xia” across different

semantic domains—including spatial, temporal, social hierarchy, and psychological states—revealing
their cognitive drivers and conceptual metaphor foundations. The study argues that “shang” and “xia”
not only embody humanity's universal spatial experience but also reflect the cultural perspectives and

cognitive patterns of Chinese speakers.
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