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An Analysis of the Catchphrase "Bao... De" from a Linguistic
Perspective

Yang Lan
(Zhengzhou University, Henan 450001, China)

Abstract: From a linguistic perspective, this paper analyzes the generative logic and expressive
features of the online catchphrase structure "Bao... De". Driven by the semantic generalization of the
core word "Bao" (meaning "guarantee") and its open framework, the structure has developed diverse
forms (e.g., with no filler, verbal/adjectival fillers) and features a fixed word order in its negative form.
Semantically, it integrates confident commitment, logical inference, affirmation reinforcement, and
evaluative assignment, uniting subjective assertion and objective statement. Pragmatically, it condenses
complex semantics via a concise structure and serves functions like evaluative endorsement, topic
guidance, and emotional connection. As a microcosm of Chinese evolution in the digital age, "Bao... De"
confirms the laws of notional word grammaticalization and constructional innovation, offering a new
perspective for studying language-social culture interaction. Future research may deepen exploration of
its dissemination and grammaticalization with corpus data.

Keywords: Linguistics; Online Catchphrases; "Bao... De"



