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The Transition from Imperial Examinations to Modern Schools: The Motivation, Characteristics,
and Historical Implications of the Establishment of Peiyang University

Zhang Yaqun

( Examination Research Center, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China )

Abstract: In the history of modern higher education in China, Peiyang University was established early with a high start-

ing point, setting an example in university system construction, discipline establishment, and talent cultivation. It played

a pioneering and foundational role. The establishment of Peiyang University was not only a product of national crisis and

the reform of the imperial examination system, but also influenced by Sheng Xuanhuai’s educational philosophy and re-

gional factors in Peiyang. In its early years, it exhibited distinctive characteristics in its educational philosophy, academic

system, discipline establishment, student recruitment, talent cultivation and graduate career choices. The school-running

practices of Peiyang University in the late Qing Dynasty witnessed the significant transition from imperial examinations to

modern schools, promoted the development of overseas education and the cultivation of high-level talents, and accumu-

lated valuable school-running experiences. From this case study of university history, we can obtain universal implica-

tions.

Keywords: schools; imperial examinations; Peiyang University; historical implications
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