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On the Discourse Characteristics and Author’s Image of The Life of
Vasily Fivisky

He Yu-tao

(Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510420, China)

Abstract: The Life of Vasily Fiviysky, completed in 1903, was praised by Gorky as Andreyev's most
profound, clear and serious work, and Korolenko also called it “a highly artistic work with great power”.
With delicate and profound strokes, Andreyev depicted the world of Russian rural life in the early 20th
century: industrial civilization impacted the traditional Orthodox faith, God kept silent on troubled Russians’
prayers and questions, mysterious aliens quietly surrounded these people, and the desperate voices of
the heroes of the novel have become the deafening sound in this environment. The author expresses
existential philosophy through the selection of text elements such as discourse, image, and narrative. And
the novel not only questions religious comfort with the comprehensive use of realism and mystical

elements, but also foreshadows the coming of a bigger storm.

Keywords: Silver Age of Russian Literature; Leonid Nikolaevich Andreyev; author’s image; Vinogradov;
Bakhtin
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