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Exploring Teaching Approaches for the 'Degree Adverb + Noun'
Structure in Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language

Jiaxin Yan
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou / Henan, 450000)

Abstract: This paper takes the distinctive 'degree adverb + noun' structure in modern Chinese as the
research object. Based on a review of previous research findings, it reveals its ontological characteristics
from three aspects: grammar, semantics, and pragmatics. High-intensity degree adverbs are more likely
to combine with semantically vague nouns or nouns with characteristic dimensions. This structure
generally exhibits subjective evaluative coloring and cultural metaphors, and is widely active in spoken
language, online language, and advertising language. Combining ontological analysis, this paper
summarizes the common difficulties that second language learners encounter when acquiring this
structure, such as difficulties in choosing adverbs, deviations in understanding nouns, neglect of
metaphorical and pragmatic usages, and insufficient classroom input. It also proposes targeted
suggestions from three levels: textbook compilation, classroom teaching, and learner strategies,
emphasizing the importance of semantic gradients, cultural annotations, and contextualized practice. The
study shows that in-depth ontological analysis of language not only helps to understand the generative
mechanisms of this structure but also provides scientific guidance for teaching Chinese as a foreign
language.

Keywords: Degree adverb + noun; Ontology research; Semantic gradient; Cultural metaphor; Teaching
Chinese as a foreign language



