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Interest and empathy: Two different objects and the same self

Jie Xiaoru

(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract: Both the "Xing" in our country and Lipps' theory of empathy pursue a state where the self and
the object are the same and human feelings are connected with the physical. Zhu Guanggian once
explained the two to each other. However, these two concepts, which originated from different cultural
backgrounds, share some similarities as well as significant differences. In terms of the relationship
between the object and the self, the "xing" under the tradition of the interaction between heaven and man
is based on the equality of the object and the self, while the empathy under the tradition of the opposition
between the subject and the object is not equal. In terms of the way of observing objects, "Xing" views
objects from the perspective of objects, with the status of objects and people being equal. "Empathetic"
views objects from the perspective of oneself, highlighting one's own subjective value while eliminating
the independence of objects. In terms of the subject activity, the subject of "xing" is the recipient, and the
interaction between the subject and the object is a two-way one from the object to me and from me to the
object. The subject of "empathetic" has extremely high initiative, and the interaction between the subject
and the object is a one-way shifting activity.

Keywords: "Xing"; Empathy The identity of the object and the self



