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An Analysis of the Limitations of the Critique of Technical Rationality in
"Dialectics of Enlightenment"

Pu Yuemei
(School of Marxism, Beijing Union University, Beijing, 100101)

Abstract : The book "Dialectics of Enlightenment" was the first to propose the critical thought of
technological rationality. Horkheimer and Adorno exposed and criticized the alienation of Enlightenment
rationality into technological rationality, which led to a new myth of rationality and the shift of rationality
towards irrationality. Horkheimer and Adorno sharply and uniquely criticized the myth of Enlightenment,
the decline of Enlightenment spirit into technological rationality and instrumental rationality, and the
distortion of ideology and human nature in Western industrial society through technology. The critical
thinking of technological rationality in "Dialectics of Enlightenment" is reasonable, but there are also
shortcomings in its overly extreme criticism. When criticizing technology, it is necessary to
comprehensively consider its positive and negative impacts, as well as specific contexts in practical
applications. We should not only view technology from a negative perspective, but also think more
comprehensively about the various possibilities that technology brings to society and human
development. In addition, Horkheimer and Adorno failed to point out an effective path to overcome
technological rationality and step out of the myth of enlightenment.
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