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The Awakening and Predicament of Female Subjective Consciousness:
The Double Shackles of Traditional Ethics and Modernity

- Taking "Blessing" and "Sorrow and Death" as Examples

Song Wenxin

(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province 450001)

Abstract: This paper takes Lu Xun's novels "Blessing" and "Sinking" as the core texts, and combines
feminist theory with the perspective of gender to deeply analyze the awakening of the subject
consciousness and its limitations of the two female characters, Xianglin's wife and Zijun, under the
constraints of traditional ethics. Research indicates that Xianglin's wife's resistance originated from her
survival instinct, while Zijun's awakening had an enlightenment flavor. However, neither of them could
break through the dual shackles of patriarchy and class society. By comparing the fates of the two, Lu
Xun revealed the complexity of women's liberation and the urgency of social change. This article further
combines contemporary feminist practices to explore the co-conspiratorial relationship between
traditional ethics and modern discipline, providing historical references and theoretical inspirations for the
construction of contemporary female subjectivity.

Key words: Lu Xun Female subjective consciousness Traditional ethics Modernity Patriarchy



