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The Tormented Soul of Heathcliff in Wuthering Heights from the
Perspective of Behaviorist Psychology

Feng Hongyan
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract:Today, Wuthering Heights is widely regarded as an immortal masterpiece, and Emily Bronté,
thus acclaimed, is honored as the only great writer comparable to Shakespeare. However, opinions on
the novel’s protagonist, Heathcliff, are divided. While a few critics express understanding and sympathy
for his actions, arguing that his revenge is a natural response to unfair treatment, most condemn his
revenge as inhumane, labeling him a "devil." The novel's themes revolve around revenge and the
distortion of human nature, but these perspectives are overly one-sided and general. This paper aims to
delve into the causes of the distortion of Heathcliffs soul from the perspective of behaviorist
psychology.Behaviorist psychology is one of the major schools of modern psychology in the United
States and one of the most influential schools in Western psychology, founded by the American
psychologist John B. Watson. It advocates studying human behavior through objective methods to
predict and control the behavior of organisms. Analyzing Heathcliff from this perspective can provide a
deeper understanding of him and the entire work.
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