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Generative Logic and Reality in Mao Zedong's Idea of ‘If You Want to Be
a Teacher, You Have to Be a Student First’ in Party-Community
Relations

Zhang Zhengliang
(School of Marxism, Beijing Union University, Beijing, 100101)

Abstract: The relationship between the party and the masses is the lifeblood and fundamental
working line of our party, and how to correctly deal with the relationship between the party and the
masses has been an important issue in the great project of party construction since the founding of the
party. Mao Zedong's idea of ‘to be a teacher, you have to be a student’ is not only close to the actual life
of the masses, but also accurately highlights the two-way dynamic transformation process between the
Party and the masses, and more distinctly highlights the relationship between the Party's dependence
on the masses and the Party's guidance to the masses. The image of the relationship between the Party
and the masses of students and gentlemen is based on the theory and practice of the Party's
development history, and contains deep cultural genes, theoretical foundations and practical
requirements. Therefore, from a new starting point, it is necessary to continue to dig deep into the logic
of its generation, and extract from it the insights of close party-group relations such as firmly establishing
the concept of people's supremacy, deeply advancing the Party's self-revolution, and innovating the
work of the masses, in order to promote the better and harmonious development of the party-group
relations in the new era.

Keywords: Mao Zedong Thought; Party Relations; Party Building; Practical Paths



