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A Study on the Military Thoughts in Laozi
Zhang Yanan
Zhengzhou University Zhengzhou , Henan Province, 450000

Abstract: Although Laozi is not a military classic, it holds significant importance for military culture and
practices. Laozi viewed weapons as inauspicious instruments, emphasizing that both victory and defeat
entail heavy costs. However, against the backdrop of the intense social upheaval and inevitable wars
during the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods, he proposed his own concept of warfare.
Meanwhile, his dialectical thinking profoundly influenced the strategic and tactical principles of military
strategists.

Keywords: Laozi, concept of warfare, strategic tactics



