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The Impact of Higher Education on Social Class Mobility - An Empirical
Study Based on CGSS2021 Data

Mu Yuerong
(School of Education, Tianjin University, Tianjin, 300350)

Abstract: Maintaining good social class mobility is of great significance to social stability, and it also
plays a key role in China’ s long-term development mechanism and the modernization of the national
governance system and governance capacity. The realization of high-quality development in higher
education plays an important role in breaking down the barriers to talent mobility and responding to the
demands of the times to promote social fairness and justice in the new era. Based on the data from
China’ s General Social Survey (CGSS) in 2021, this paper explores the effect of higher education on
social class mobility in the new era. The results show that:(1) Individuals with higher education have a
higher probability of social class improvement, with a more significant increase in their social status. (2)
There are differences in the impact of higher education on the mobility of different social classes, with a
more significant effect on the mobility of individuals from lower social classes. (3) The social class
promotion effect of higher education varies significantly based on individuals' English proficiency. Those
with stronger English skills have more opportunities to achieve class promotion through higher
education. (4) There are significant regional differences in the social class promotion effect of higher
education. Individuals in the eastern regions have a lower probability of obtaining class promotion
through higher education, whereas individuals in the western regions are more likely to achieve class
promotion, with a greater degree of upward mobility. Therefore, in the context of the new era, it is
necessary to promote the high-quality development of higher education, give full play to the role of
higher education in the process of social class mobility and maintaining harmonious social development,
improve the popularization and quality of higher education, and build a compensation mechanism for
vulnerable classes to ensure educational equity, thereby optimizing the social class structure.

Keywords: Higher education, social class mobility, college enrollment expansion, social justice
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