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Abstract: Yuri Sergeyevich Rytkheu is a well-known Chukchi (one of Russia’s ethnic minorities) writer.
All his works are based on the life of the Chukchi people, and have always been concerned with the
traditional culture, survival and spirituality of his ethnic group. In 1977 he wrote the novel When the
Whales Leave, which revolves around the legend of the origin of the nation and embeds the epitome of
the national culture into the narrative structure. The topics of the origin myths, shaman culture, national
festivals and rituals reveal the unique cultural atmosphere of the polar people.

Keywords: Yuri Rytkheu; Chukchi ethnic group; When the Whales Leave; cultural representation
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