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Study on the Hierarchy of Semantic Functions of Chinese Approximative
Particles

He Yanning

(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City / Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract: Approximative particles are a special type of function words, used to express approximate
quantity, degree, or scope. They enable language expressions to convey clear semantic information
even when precise expression is impossible or unnecessary. However, approximative particles such as
“ba”, “lai”, and “duo” each have their own characteristics when indicating quantity, degree, or scope. By
constructing a hierarchical system based on the precision of their semantics, frequency of use, and
grammatical collocations, this paper classifies approximative particles into a core layer, an extended
layer, and a peripheral layer. It provides references for classroom teaching, textbook compilation, and
curriculum design in the process of Chinese language teaching, tailored to the learning characteristics of
learners at different stages.

Keywords: approximative particles;semantic functions;hierarchical classification;Chinese language
teaching



