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Mesopotamian Maritime Trade in the Late Third Millennium BC

Liu Changyu
(Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua / Zhejiang, 321004)

Abstract: The Mesopotamia in West Asia was an important trading stop on the Silk Road. Before the
opening of the Silk Road in the Han Dynasty, there were already several commercial trade routes and a
well-developed international trade route network centered on Mesopotamia in West Asia. The southern
Mesopotamia is called Babylonia. The name Babylonia originated from "trade". Due to the lack of natural
resources such as minerals and timber, Mesopotamia relies on foreign trade to obtain the scarce
resources from the outside world.
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