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"Countdown" System: Time Whip for University Teachers

Zhang Yizhong Chen Qi
(Jiangxi Normal University,Nanchang City ,Jiangxi Province, Postal Code:330022)

Abstract: The "Countdown" system brings pressure on university teachers because of its time node
and calculation method of countdown, which overturns teachers' perceptions of time and highlights the
urgency and scarcity of time.The "Countdown" system arises as a result of the accelerated development
of modern society, the supremacy of efficiency, the worship of speed, and the emphasis on time
value.Contrary to the leisure time that academic work demands, the “Countdown” system violates
academic rules, brings academic mediocrity, and then causes panic and anxiety to university
teachers.Therefore, the "countdown" system functions similarly as a supervisor, brandishing a whip and
driving university teachers to race in terror.University teachers feel time is like a whip due to the time
effect brought by the logic of social acceleration, time preference embodied by university meritocracy
and time utilitarianism resulted from teachers’ pursuit of efficiency.To get rid of the temporal "cage"
imposed by the "countdown" system, it is necessary to construct resonance logic, synchronization logic,
and empowerment logic.University teachers should slow down the pace of time, and relieve their
pressure that comes with social acceleration.

Keywords: university teachers; "countdown" system; social acceleration; time whip
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