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The Historical Background,Distinctive Features,and Realistic
Enlightenment of Deng Xiaoping's Report on Amending the Constitution
of the CPC

LI Danhua
(School of Marxism, Beijing Union University, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: At the Eighth National Congress of the Communist Party of China, Deng Xiaoping's Report on
Amending the Constitution of the CPC stood at a new stage of development and strategic height,
comprehensively summarizing the experience and lessons of CPC building around the content of the
amendment to the Constitution of the CPC(1956), and systematically elaborating on the new situation,
new requirements, and new paths of CPC building from various aspects such as status changes, mass
line, and democratic centralism. The historical background can be summarized as the "three major
changes”, namely the fundamental change in the ruling position of the CPC, the historical change in the
main social contradictions, and the overall change in the CPC's central task. Its distinctive features can
be summarized as "three highlights"”, which highlight the importance of strengthening the construction of
the ruling party,implementing the mass line, and adhering to democratic centralism. The realistic
enlightenment can be summarized as the "three musts", that is, the revision of Constitution of the CPC
must actively adapt to the new situation and tasks faced by the Party, fully absorb the Party's new
theories and experiences, and effectively guide and promote the CPC's various work.

Keywords: Deng Xiaoping; The Eighth National Congress of the CPC; Constitution of the CPC
(1956);mass line; democratic centralism
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