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Error Analysis of the Causal Conjunction "yi n'ér" in International
Chinese Language Education

Xian Xian
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract: This study focuses on the error patterns encountered by international students in acquiring
the Chinese causal conjunction "yi n'ér". The paper first clarifies that "y1 n'ér" functions as an
interclausal connective indicating causality, primarily introducing results derived from preceding causes
through its lexical properties and syntactic functions. By analyzing corpora from the HSK Dynamic
Composition Database and the Global Chinese Interlanguage Corpus, the research identifies five error
types in "y1 n'ér" usage: redundant addition, substitution errors, blending errors, omission, and
misordering, all of which compromise logical coherence and expressive accuracy. Subsequent analysis
attributes these errors to three primary causes: negative transfer from native language structures,
overgeneralization of target language rules, and insufficient pedagogical emphasis in classroom
instruction. Specifically, learners' misinterpretations stem from native language grammatical interference,
incomplete understanding of Chinese linguistic rules, and inadequate instructional focus on "y1i n'ér" in
teaching practices. The study concludes that enhanced pedagogical explanations and targeted practice
activities should be implemented to improve international students' mastery of "yi n'ér", thereby
reducing errors and advancing Chinese language proficiency.

Keywords: Causal Conjunctions; yi n‘ér; Corpus; Error Analysis



