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A Study on the Social and Cultural Functions of Traditional Chinese
Temple Fairs: A Case Analysis of Shanxi Temple Fairs

Wang Yating
(College of Literature, Shanxi University, Shanxi, Taiyuan, 237016)

Abstract: Ancient Chinese temple fairs were the main venues for worship and prayer, carrying the
social history and cultural memory of the local area. This article mainly takes the temple fairs in Shanxi
as the research object and deeply analyzes their social and cultural values. From a social perspective,
the temple fairs in Shanxi are not only important places for commodity trading, promoting local economic
circulation, but also provide a social platform for the people, enhancing community cohesion. From a
cultural perspective, activities such as folk beliefs, opera performances, and traditional handicraft
displays at the temple fairs carry the unique cultural genes of the Shanxi region and are a vivid
manifestation of the inheritance and development of regional culture. However, in the process of
modernization, the temple fairs in Shanxi also face the dilemma of inheritance. This article aims to
provide theoretical support and practical reference for the protection and inheritance of traditional temple
fairs in China through the research on the temple fairs in Shanxi, and to contribute to the sustainable
development of traditional culture in the new era.

Keywords: Temple Fair; Social and cultural functions; Cultural inheritance



