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A Study on the Constructionalization of Emerging Polarity
Degree Complements in Chinese

Dong,Yujie
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province, 454000)

Abstract: This study aims to explore the constructionalization phenomenon of emerging polarity degree
complements in Chinese. By adopting the corpus analysis method and the comparative analysis method,
and combining with the theories of language evolution and cognition, it aims to clarify their definitions,
characteristics and types, and conduct an in-depth analysis of the constructionalization process,
influencing factors, as well as semantic and pragmatic features. The study finds that emerging polarity
degree complements are different from traditional complements in terms of semantics and syntax. Their
constructionalization is influenced by multiple factors, including cognitive, social and internal language
factors, and they possess unique semantic prosodies and pragmatic functions. However, the study has
some deficiencies, such as the limitation of corpus coverage. In the future, the corpus can be expanded
and new technologies can be applied for in-depth research, with the expectation of enriching Chinese
grammatical theories and providing references for language teaching and language application.

Keywords: Chinese; emerging polarity degree complements; constructionalization



