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On Croce's view of medieval history
Zhou xinzhe

(Beijing Union University, Beijing 100080, China)
Abstract: Looking back on the past from the standpoint of the existing civilization, it is often viewed with
an "unsympathetic” perspective, that is, an evaluation of the past full of contempt and mockery. This
perspective was used many times in the face of the Middle Ages. The Renaissance hated the Middle
Ages; the Enlightenment despised and ridiculed them. The reason for this attitude is the emergence of
the new task of later historiography and the lack of development concept. The Romantic period
expanded the concept of development into a general belief, thought and life were linked together, the
internal standard of judgment replaced the external, and the Middle Ages became the object of universal
sympathy in Croce's works.
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