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The "Inflation" of Language from the Perspective of the Generalization of
Address Terms

Zhang Le
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract: In today's society, with the complication of interpersonal relationships and the accelerated
advancement of globalization, the use of address terms is increasingly showing a trend of generalization.
This generalization is not only reflected in the increase in the number of address terms but also in the
extensive expansion of their meanings and functions. From the perspective of the generalization of
address terms, we can observe a language phenomenon similar to “inflation" in the economic field, that is,
address terms in language gradually lose their original precision and specificity due to excessive use and
improper expansion. The generalization of address terms is a common language phenomenon in modern
society, reflecting the complication of interpersonal relationships and the advancement of globalization.
However, this generalization also brings the problem of language "inflation”, which requires us to
enhance our context awareness and standardize the use of address terms to maintain the precision and
specificity of language.

Key words: Generalization of address terms; Language "inflation"; Language standardization



