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The Collective Memory of Empire Myth in War and Peace

Zhang Rong

(Liaoning University, Shenyang 110036, China)

Abstract: Literature, as a form of artistic expression, plays a crucial role in the formation, transmission,
and reconstruction of collective memory. Through literary works, individuals can experience and share
collective memory, thus gaining identification, understanding, and resonance. Outstanding literary works
often play a key role in promoting the evolution and reconstruction of collective memory. Leo Tolstoy's
War and Peace has played an important role in shaping the self-image of the Russian people, with its
central narrative focusing on the concerns of the homeland and the reflection on the fate of the nation.
The novel, with the invasion of foreign enemies and the heroic resistance of the Russian people as its
main events and themes, not only faithfully reproduces war scenes and historical events but also
supplements them with imaginative elements to meet the needs of national identity construction. This
dual narrative strategy deepens the dissemination and resonance of collective memory and composes
the political myth of the Russian Empire. This characteristic is one of the key reasons why War and
Peace is regarded as one of Russia's great epic novels.

Keywords: collective memory; War and Peace; imperial myth; Battle of Borodino
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