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Understanding the Culture of the Six Domestic Animals from the
Perspective of Chinese Language and Literature

Zhou Liru
(School of Literature, Zhengzhou University, Henan Province, Zhengzhou City, 450001)

Abstract: As an agrarian nation dominated by a small-scale peasant economy in ancient China, this
economic form gave rise to our farming culture and also profoundly influenced the culture of the six
domestic animals and sacrificial culture, which are closely related to farming culture. The six domestic
animals—cattle, sheep, pigs, horses, chickens, and dogs—atre intrinsically linked to the daily lives of the
Chinese people. Therefore, people's practical experience in daily life determines their cognition of the
six domestic animals. Language is a tool of thought, and we can observe people's understanding of the
six domestic animals through the language and literature around us, thereby summarizing the traditional

Chinese thoughts and spirits reflected in the culture of the six domestic animals.

Keywords: Culture of the Six Domestic Animals; Language; Literature; Traditional Chinese Thought
and Spirit; Sacrificial Culture



