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From Localization to Diversification: The Development of Dong Opera
Themes and Modern Implications

Long Zhaobao WuDongmei
(Research Institute of Ethnoscience, Guizhou Minzu University, 550025)

Abstract: Dong opera has been elevated from a form of folk literature to a national-level representative
item on the list of intangible cultural heritage, one of the reasons being the development of its subject
matter. From a diachronic perspective, the subject matter of Dong opera has undergone a development
process from localization to diversification, with corresponding cultural environments, main paths, and
internal driving factors at different stages. The modern enlightenment of the development of Dong
opera's subject matter is: the development of ethnic drama must be adapted to the times, the integration
of Han Chinese subject matter should have points of value convergence, and traditional classic subject
matter needs to be creatively transformed.

Keywords: Dong opera; subject matter development; localization; diversification; modern enlightenment
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