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Material Conception of Environmental Humanities: A Focus on Material
Ecocriticism

Bu Lingxiao

(Southeast University, Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, 211189)

Abstract: The “material turn” or “materiality” is one of the core concepts of the fourth wave of
ecocriticism, offering a new perspective for constructing contemporary environmental humanities,
rethinking the ethical relationship between human and non-human entities, and applying ecological
theories to textual interpretation. In their co-authored book Material Ecocriticism, Serenella lovino and
Serpil Oppermann delve into the agency of matter, narrativity, and meaning generating within the context
of the material turn, enriching the rhizomatic symbiosis of the theoretical framework of environmental
humanities. With Material Ecocriticism as a foundation, this paper explores the material conception and
critical framework of future environmental humanities from the perspectives of conceptual vision, literary
representation, political dimension, and ecological poetics.
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