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The Sacred Narrative and Cultural Significance of the Phra Bang Buddha
in Laos

SENGMANY XINGVANG
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province, 450000)

Abstract: The Phra Bang Buddha statue is a sacred Buddha statue revered by the Lao people. This
Buddha statue is currently located in Luang Prabang City, Laos. The Phra Bang Buddha statue plays an
important role in Lao society, politics and culture. The Phra Bang Buddha statue is also a sacred symbol
that expresses many characteristics and beliefs of the Lao people. This paper uses the framework of
symbol and cultural interpretation to analyze and interpret myths and rituals, and at the same time
explores the ideological foundation of myths and rituals. This paper analyzes that the myths and rituals
related to the Phra Bang Buddha statue symbolize the specific social ideology of the Lao people in four
main aspects: first, the symbol of the Lao kingdom's politics and the power of the monarchy; second, the
place of origin of the Phra Bang Buddha statue, referring to the ethnic relations of the people in
Southeast Asia; third, the characteristics and postures of the Phra Bang statue, symbolizing the power
of the kingdom's rulers; fourth, the role related to the concept of prosperity and abundance. This paper
aims to understand the significance of the Phra Bang Buddha as a sacred symbol and the factors of
social ideology hidden in myths and rituals.

Keywords: Phra Bang Buddha; symbol; sacred; myth; cultural interpretation



