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The Social and Ideological Issues of Yan Fu's Later Years and Their
Contemporary Values

Yang Ling
(School of Politics and Public Administration; Southwest University of Political Science & Law,
Chongging, 401120)

Abstract: Yan Fu not only provided a considerable amount of reflective thinking for modern Chinese
thought, but also an important reference for the cause of modernity in China today. This paper argues
that Yan Fu's lifelong academic pursuit is to establish a reflective path of cultural intersubjectivity, and to
try to further find the direction of China's political, social, and cultural self-transformation from the
standpoint of local culture. Based on the practical problems faced by China's politics and society, Yan
Fu is committed to promoting the creative transformation of the excellent traditional culture of the
Chinese nation. Yan Fu's reflections on traditional Chinese culture in his later years, especially his
rethinking of the concept of heaven and man, and the exploration of the spiritual values of freedom and
democracy from within the resources of traditional thought, can be said to have truly opened up a
reflection on cultural modernity.

Keywords: Yan Fu; modernity; cultural consciousness; social thought
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