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Using Kumamon as an example, we will explore the motivations for the
popularity of contemporary mascot culture in Japan

Yao Jinying
(Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City ,Henan Province, 457000)

Abstract: Japan's mascot culture is developed on the basis of "moe" culture, which is also the culture
of love, in line with the mainstream culture of Japan, because Japan has animistic national beliefs, so
each prefecture in Japan has its own mascot, is the country with the largest number of mascots in the
world, and is also a country where mascot culture is prevalent. There are many reasons for the
emergence and popularity of this cultural phenomenon, which are generally the result of the joint action
of cultural values, commercial benefits and government decision-making, and there are other
contributing factors among these three reasons. Taking the most representative mascot of Japan,
Kumamon, as an example, this paper analyzes the three aspects layer by layer, discusses the
motivation for the popularity of contemporary mascot culture in contemporary Japan, and also provides
some reference for the study of Japan culture.

Keywords: Japan; cultural phenomena; Mascot culture



