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A brief discussion on the image of "Human Snake Combination” in the
Classic of Mountains and Seas

Sun Zihan
(Zzhengzhou University, Zhengzhou City, Henan Province,450000)

Abstract: The Classic of Mountains and Seas is an ancient book in pre Qin China that records
resources, customs, mountains, rivers, geography, and other aspects. It reflects the unique
understanding of some peculiar natural phenomena and the relationship between humans and nature by
ancient ancestors in their primitive thinking mode. The book records many images of "human snake
combinations”, often appearing as ancestral gods, mountain gods, heavenly gods, ferocious gods,
strange people, etc., with features such as "human face" and "snake body", showcasing the magnificent
imagination and creativity of our ancestors. This article provides a brief overview of the "combination of
humans and snakes" image that appears in the Classic of Mountains and Seas, and explores in depth
the complex cultural factors behind the construction of the human snake variant image, including the
reproductive worship, totemic beliefs, and the mapping and reduction of their special emotions of

ancient ancestors.

Keywords: Shanhaijing; Human snake combination; Reproductive worship; Totem belief, Emotional mapping



